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life. De Viry and d3Albuquerque joined us in a moment with the other aides-de-camp and fifty grenadiers and by this time a regiment of Morand's division was coming towards the ditch at the double.
The chances of war are often strange. The two first detachments had been annihilated before reaching the foot of the breach, and yet the third suffered no loss whatever. Only my friend de Viry had a button of his pelisse carried away by a bullet; yet if the enemy on the parapet had had the presence of mind to charge with the bayonet on Labe-doyere and me, it is probable that we should have been overwhelmed by their number, and either killed or hurled back into the ditch. But Austrians lose their heads very quickly; the boldness and rapidity of our attack astonished them to such a point] that when they saw us swarming over the breach they first slackened their fire and soon ceased firing altogether. Not only did none of their companies-«;                        march against us, but all went off in the opposite direction
4                        to the point which we had just carried.
|                              As I said, the attack took place close to the Straubing^
f                        gate.    Marshal Lannes had ordered me to get it opened or
f;                        break it   down,  so that   he  could   enter the town with
C                        Morand's division.    Accordingly, as soon as I saw my fifty
f                        grenadiers on the ramparts, and the head of the supporting-
I                       regiment already arrived in the ditch, where their passage was
jt                        secured by a further supply of ladders, I went down into the
§                        town without further delay, every moment being precious.
I,                      We rmarched steadily towards the Straubing gate, only a
T                       hundred paces from, the breach, and great was my surprise to.
find an Austrian battalion massed under the immense arch-way, all the men facing towards the gate, so as to be ready to defend it if the French broke it in. The major in command, thinking only of the duty which was entrusted him and taking no heed of the noise which he heard on the ramparts close by, was so confident that the French attack would fail that he had not even placed a sentry outside the archway to let him know what was going on, so he was thunderstruck at seeing us come up in his rear.
c c 2 was given him later on of
